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Legal  Aid 

THe  oontlnued  upward  trend  during  recent 
years  In  the  volume  of  legal  aid  was  replaced  In 
the  glimmer  of  193^  hy  the  beginning  of  a downward 
movement,  according  to  reports  forweurded  by  legal- 
aid  organizations  In  various  sections  of  the  cotin- 
try  (table  1 and  chart  1) . 

In  1929  the  average  monthly  number  of  cases 
\mder  care  In  11  metropolitan  areas  totaled  l4,4^h. 
The  number  Increased  fairly  steadily  month  by 
month  to  a point  In  August  I932  about  55  percent 
above  the  1929  average.  By  Uarch  1933 » most 
recent  month  for  which  reports  are  available, there 
had  been  a decline  to  a point  about  Jk  percent 
above  the  1929  monthly  average. 


The  percentage  change  since  I929  In  the  nm- 
ber  of  cases  handled  by  legal-aid  organizations  Is 
similar  to  that  shown  with  reference  to  medical 
and  dental  service  In  clinics  and  health  confer- 
ences In  the  soolad-feglstratlon  areas,  as  pre- 
sented In  the  last  Issue  of  the  News  Bulletin  on 
Social  Statistics.  During  the  s\immer  months  of 
1932  the  number  of  clinic  visits  also  reached  a 
point  about  50  percent  above  the  I929  average  and 
since  then  has  tended  to  decline. 

In  both  the  fields  of  legal  aid  and  clinic 
service  the  recent  drop  has  been  apparently  close- 
ly related  to  the  lessened  availability  of  public 
and  private  funds  for  financing  the  cost  of  pro- 
vision. 


Table  1. — Average  monthly  number  of  cases  open  In  14  legal-aid  organizations  In  13  metropolitan  areas, 

1929-32,  and  percentage  change 


state  and  metropolitan  area 

Agencies 

reporting 

Average  monthly  number  of  oases  open 

Percent 

change 

from — 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1929 
to 

1930 

1930 

to 

1931 

1931 

to 

1932 

Total — 11  areas  report- 

Ing  1929-32 

12 

14.4'54 

15,959 

18,730 

20,929 

+10.4 

+17.4 

+11.7 

Total — 13  areas  report- 

Ing  1930-32 

14 

17,203 

19,876 

22,140 

+15.5 

+11.4 

Connecticut:  Bridgeport... 

1 

179 

123 

105 

117 

-31.3 

-14.6 

+11.4 

Illinois:  Chicago 

1 

7,078 

7,676 

8,821 

9,741 

+8.4 

+14.9 

+10.4 

Kentucky:  Louisville 

1 

589 

638 

1,060 

-38.1 

+8.3 

+66.1 

Uaseaohusetts:  Springfield 

1 

(^) 

235 

271 

272 

+15.3 

+0.4 

Michigan: 

Detroit I . . . . 

1 

1,539 

2,622 

3,799 

4,627 

+70.4 

+44.9 

+21.8 

Crand  Rapids 

1 

151 

176 

172 

198 

+16. 6 

-2.3 

+15.1 

Minnesota: 

Minneapolis 

1 

559 

495 

484 

464 

-11.4 

-2.2 

-4.1 

St.  Paul. 

1 

618 

548 

537 

568 

-11.3 

-2.0 

+5.8 

Mi  flfiftiiTl  • Kn.neaa  Oity 

1 

(’’) 

1,009 

575 

939 

-13.3 

+7.3 

New  York:  Buffalo 

2 

1,72s 

1,963 

1,885 

1,675 

+13.6 

-4.0 

-11.1 

Ohio: 

Cincinnati 

1 

756 

697 

1,043 

1,091 

-7.8 

+49.6 

+4.6 

Cleveland . 

1 

75^^ 

891 

1,071 

1,096 

+18.2 

+20.2 

+2.3 

Dayton 

1 

141 

179 

175 

292 

+27.0 

-2.2 

+66.9 

“Area  not  Included  In  social-registration  project. 
” Reports  not  available. 
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Table  2. — Number  of  borne  visits  by  city  ajid  county  physicians  in  I5  metropolitan  areas,  1929-32,  and  per- 
centage change 


State  and  metropolitan  axes, 


m c 

<D  -H 
•H  -P 


O M 
G O 
0)  p, 
bD  <D 


Total— S areas  report- 
ing 1929-32 


9 


Total — 15  areas  report- 
ing  1931-32 


17 


District  of  Ooluinbia: 

Washington 

Illinois:  Chicago 

Iowa:  Sioux  City 

Michigan:  Detroit 

Minnesota: 

Minneapolis 

St.  Paul 

Missouri:  Kansas  City... 

Nebraska:  Omaha.  

New  York:  Syracuse 

Ohio : 

Akron 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Dayton 

Pennsylvania:  Pittsburgh 

Wisconsin:  Milwaukee  . 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Z 

s 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Nvunber  of  home  visits 


1929 


1930 


1931 


1932 


Percent  change  from — 


1929 

to 

1930 


1930 

to 

1931 


1931 

to 

1932 


91,1^6 


132,011 


229,597 


359,987 


+44.  g 


+73.9 


+56.8 


894,160 


481,451. 


32,737 

^^,700 

“■fsi 

14,979 

(“) 


(^) 

24,309 

328 

55,812 

4,768 

3,232 

10,207 

(») 


2, 


27,513 

3,259 

(«^) 


3,610 

57,035 

477 

93,690 

8,148 

4,600 

10,189 

10,151 

5,242 

3,442 

17,999 

48,496 

14,405 


4,167 

103,574 

1,950 

151,979 

8,270 

10,505 

11,909 

11,469 

12,219 

4,220 

24,194 

62,562 

7,408 

29,7'*-2 

37,283 


+23.5 

+76;  5' 
+1.3 

-21.3 


-9.3 


+39.2 


+83-7 
+104, 2 


+63.7 


U54.6 

+48.1 

+67.9 

+71.1 

+42.3 


-0.5 


+18.0 

+76;3‘ 

+■23,8 


+15.4 

+81.6 

+308.8 

+62.2 


+1. 
[+128. 
+16.9 
+13.0 
h-133.1 


+82.6 

+34.4 

+29.0 

+83.6 

K135.3 

+158.8 


® Area  not  included  in  social-registration  project. 
° Reports  not  available. 

° Reports  from  an  important  agency  not  available. 


Home  Visits  by  City 
and  County  Physicians 

The  noninstitutional  care  of  the  indigent 
sick  by  city  and  county  physicians  has  increased 
with  great  rapidity  during  recent  years,  as  more 
families  have  depended  upon  such  service  during 
illness  because  of  lack  of  sufficient  income  for 
the  payment  of  a private  physician  (table  2 and 
chart  2) . 

In  1932  home  visits  by  city  and  county  physi- 
cians totaled  359,987  iu  eight  metropolitan  areas 
as  compared  with  91,1^6  in  1929,  an  increase  of 
nearly  30O  percent.  This  increase  is  about  six 


December  was  the  peak  month  of  the  winter 
1932-33,  with  its  number  of  visits  63O  percent 
more  than  the  1929  average.  In  January  there  was 
a sharp  decline  in  visits, such  as  has  not  occurred 
in  other  years  until  March  or  April.  The  number 
decreased  also  in  February  but  remained  approxi- 
mately unchanged  in  March,  the  most  recent  month 
for  which  reports  have  been  received.  The  March 
total,  although  much  smaller  than  the  vol\ime  of 
service  reported  during  this  winter's  peak  month 
of  December,  was  I7  percent  more  than  in  March 
1932  but  less  than  during  last  winter's  peak  month 
of  February. 


times  as  large  as  the  change  in  the  niimber  of 
clinic  visits  since  1929,  previously  described. 

The  monthly  figures  on  noninstitutional  medi- 
cal care  show  a consistent  seasonal  trend.  Each 
year  there  has  been  a sharp  rise  in  the  number  of 
visits  in  the  fall  and  winter  months  followed  by  a 
decline  during  the  spring  and  summer. 

The  n\imber  of  visits  in  the  peak  month  of  the 
winter  of  1929-30  was  76  percent  above  the  monthly 
average  for  the  year  1929.  lu  the  winter  of  1930- 
31  the  peak  was  275  percent  above  the  1929  average; 
in  the  winter  of  1931-32,  455  percent  above. 


Home  Visits  by  Public- 
Health  Nurses 

The  total  number  of  home  visits  by  public- 
health  nurses  increased  in  public  agencies  between 
1931  and  1932  but  tended  to  remain  unchanged  in 
private  agencies.  In  preceding  years  visits  in- 
creased in  private  agencies  but  less  rapidly  than 
the  rise  since  1930  reported  by  public  agencies 
(table  3) 

Between  1929  Eind  1932  a group  of  I7  public 
aigencles  located  in  13  metropolitan  areas  reported 
an  increase  in  nursing  visits  from  l,6S4,6l4  to 
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2,294,432.  Uuch  of  this  rise  oocvurred  In  Chicago, 
but  substantial  Inoreases  In  1932  as  compared  with 
1931  were  reported  also  In  Detroit,  Kewark,  and 
Syracuse.  Private  agencies  In  Denver,  Washington, 
Springfield  (111.),  Des  Moines,  Sioux  City,  Wichi- 
ta, Dayton,  and  Sharon  reported  Increases  of  10 


percent  or  more  In  nursing  visits  between  193^  and 
1932,  although  the  general  trend  for  such  agencies 
WEua  one  of  negative  or  slight  change. 

Figures  on  monthly  trend  since  1929  are  In 
preparation  and  will  be  presented  In  a fut\ire  Is- 
sue of  the  Hews  Bulletin. 


Table  3- — Humber  of  visits  by  S8  public  health  nursing  associations  In  37  metropolitan  areas,  1929-32, 

and  percentage  change 


State,  metropolltam  area, 
and  type  of  agency 

Agencies 

reporting 

Total  number  of  visits 

Percent  change 

from — 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1929 

to 

1930 

1930 

to 

1931 

1931 

to 

1932 

Total — 27  areas  report- 

Ing  1929-32 

6h 

4,003,796 

3,919,306 

4,268,307 

4,870,035 

-2.1 

+8.9 

+14.1 

Public 

17 

1,684,614 

1,485.805 

1.685,750 

2,294,432 

-11.8 

+13.5 

+36.1 

Private 

47 

2,319,ia2 

2,433.501 

2,582,557 

2,575,603 

+4.9 

+6.1 

-0.3 

Total — 37  areas  report- 

Ing  1931-32 

88 

5,299.636 

5,896.952 

+11.3 

Public 

22 

1,884,180 

2,484,062 

+31.8 

pTlvflte 

66 

3; 415; 456 

3;41S;890 

7q.1 

California: 

BftTkelfly  * 

1 

(^) 

22,021 

26,897 

26,056 

+22.1 

-3.1 

Colorado: 

Denver 

2 

99.127 

120.078 

111.225 

121,532 

+26.2 

-7.4 

+9.3 

Public 

1 

8.503 

11,745 

14,339 

15.147 

+38.1 

+22.1 

+5.6 

Private 

1 

86,624 

108,333 

96,886 

106,385 

+25.1 

-10.6 

+9.8 

Connecticut: 

Bridgeport 

3 

108.809 

112,007 

106.555 

108,702 

+2.9 

-4.9- 

+2.0 

Publlo 

1 

451490 

46,028 

k6,in 

42^002 

+1.2 

-11.2 

+271 

Private 

2 

63,319 

65.979 

65,684 

66,700 

+4.2 

-0.4 

+1.5 

Hartford  ^ 

1 

(^) 

97,083 

120.891 

109 . 185 

+24.5 

-9.7 

New  Haven  • 

(^) 

(°) 

147 . 230 

145,503 

-1.2 

District  of  Columbia: 

Washington 

5 

(®) 

214.699 

234,523 

+9.2 

Public 

2 

39.856 

197^1” 

— irrii 

Private 

3 

174,849 

195,242 

+11.7 

Illinois: 

Chicago 

4 

??9,?31 

845.836 

1,079.224 

1.624,422 

-1.6 

+27.6 

+50.5 

Public 

430,303 

400,564 

55s  >t6 

1,068,959 

-6.9 

+3^.4 

+91.4 

Private 

2 

429,028 

445,272 

520,748 

555.463 

+3.8 

+17.0 

+6.7 

Springfield 

2 

18.525 

17.313 

17.616 

15.447 

-6.5 

+1.8 

-12.3 

Public 

1 

11,131 

11^938 

il!'66l 

8,22} 

+?.5 

..  . ^ 

-29.4 

Private 

1 

7,394 

5,375 

5,955 

7.220 

-27.3 

+10.8 

+21.2 

Indiana: 

Indianapolis  ® ^ 

1 

78,073 

77,112 

78,940 

81. 729 

-1.2 

+2.4 

+3.5 

Iowa:  . 

Des  Moines  

1 

35,895 

41,664 

44,255 

49,119 

+16.1 

+6.2 

+11.0 

Sioux  City  * 

1 

14,298 

16,503 

14,714 

16,711 

+15.4 

-10.8 

+13.6 

Kansas : 

Wichita  ^ 

1 

39,339 

35,746 

38,247 

43,906 

-9.1 

+7.0 

+14.8 

Kentucky: 

Louisville  * 

1 

78,188 

71.913 

77,081 

76,226 

-8.0 

+7.2 

-1.1 

Louisiana: 

Hew  Orleans 

_5_ 

101.771 

99.070 

99.921 

100.307 

-2.7 

+0.9 

+0.4 

Public 

1 

10,128 

7,430 

7,785 

6,702 

-26.6 

+14-.8 

-13.9 

Private 

4 

91.643 

91,640 

92,136 

93,605 

(“) 

+0.5 

+1.6 

Massachusetts: 

Springfield  * ^ 

3 

(^) 

(“) 

59,058 

60,755 

+2.9 
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Table  3. — Number  of  visits  by  gg  public  health  nursing  associations  in  37  metropolitan  areas,  1929-32, 

and  percentage  change — Continued 


state,  metropolitan  area, 
and  type  of  agency 

Agencies 

reporting 

Total  number  of  visits 

Percenj:  change 

from — 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1929 

to 

1930 

1930 

to 

1931 

1931 

to 

1932 

Michigan; 

Detroit 

3 

77'^-,S2g 

659,906 

610,029 

711,015 

-14. g 

-7.6 

+16. 6 

Public 

1 

600 , 659 

464,455 

427,901 

537.373 

-22.7 

-7.9 

+25.6 

Private 

2 

174,169 

195,451 

IgP.lPg 

173,642 

+12.2 

-6.g 

-4.7 

Minnesota: 

Minneapolis 

3 

159.543 

149,183 

145.727 

-6.5 

-2.3 

Public 

1 

(C) 

60,430 

35  574 

36,935 

-41.1 

+3,g 

Private 

2 

99,565 

99 '.113 

113,609 

log, 792 

-0.5 

+14.6 

-4.2 

St.  Paul  ® ^ 

3 

46, log 

44,425 

45,492 

45,270 

-3.7 

+2.4 

-0.5 

Missouri ; 

Kansas  City  ® 

1 

1^5,637 

133,372 

143,796 

146,917 

-5.0 

+3.9 

+2.2 

St.  Louis 

2 

179,302 

lg4,36l 

lgg,2g3 

l6g,722 

+2.5 

+2.1 

-10.4 

Public 

1 

77, 15^^ 

75.753 

71,575 

59,327 

-l.g 

-5.5 

-17.1 

Private 

1 

102, 64g 

log, 603 

116, 70g 

109,395 

+5.g 

+7.5 

-6.3 

Nebraska: 

Omaha  ® 

1 

71,333 

66,753 

73,021 

59,50g 

-7.1 

+9.4 

-lg.5 

New  Jersey: 

Newark; 

Public 

1 

55.  W9 

61,413 

6g,436 

76.532 

+10.  g 

+11.4 

+11.  g 

Private 

1 

44,01g 

52,334 

56,759 

52,247 

+19.0 

+g.4 

-7.9 

The  Oranges 

? 

77,672 

gl,g62 

90,774 

94,770 

+5.4 

+10.9 

+4.4 

Public 

2 

21,030 

20,232 

22,45s 

20,593 

-3.3 

+11.0 

-8.3 

Private 

3 

56,642 

61,630 

6g,316 

74,177 

+g.g 

+10.  g 

+g.6 

New  York: 

Buffalo:  ^ 

Public 

3 

26,910 

27,727 

31,109 

2g,143 

+3.0 

+12.2 

-9.5 

Private 

1 

132,702 

141 , 224 

153,302 

143,453 

+6.4 

+g.6 

-6.4 

Syracuse 

2 

(^) 

(^) 

130.107 

133.209 

+2.4 

1 

g2,g45 

91.511 

+10.5 

1 

47,262 

41,698 

-11.  g 

Ohio: 

Akron 

3 

C) 

•50,lg6 

31,3gO 

-36.5 

Public 

1 

50,C7g 

40,161 

21 , 903 

-19.8 

-45.5 

2 

( ®) 

10^025 

9 '977 

-0.5 

Canton  ® 

2 

33,950 

34,046 

35,517 

36,192 

+0.3 

+4.3 

+1.9 

Cincinnati 

6 

144,763 

133,549 

179,922 

166, IgO 

-7.7 

+34.7 

-7.6 

Public 

1 

44,973 

^79 

gi*-,lg7 

77,394 

-44.9 

+259'- 8" 

-g.l 

Private 

5 

99,790 

log, 770 

95,735 

gg,736 

+9.0 

-12.0 

-7.3 

Cleveland 

531,310 

519,998 

554, 20g 

523,913 

-2.1 

+6. 6 

-4.6 

Public 

1 

326,770 

305, 52g 

3i7,8gl 

325,927 

-6.5 

+4.0 

+1-9 

Private 

3 

204,540 

214,470 

236,327 

204,991 

+4.9 

+10.2 

-13-3 

Columbus  ® ^ 

3 

97.547 

110,650 

124, 7g7 

134, S76 

+13.4 

+12. g 

+g.l 

Dayton  ® 

1 

62,720 

6g,912 

64,5g2 

72,209 

+9.9 

-6.3 

+11.  g 

Pennsylvania: 

1 

( 

(c) 

9.677 

10.175 

+5.1 

Lancaster  ® 

1 

21,g05 

23 , 20g 

23 , S4l 

20,024 

+6. 4 

+2.7 

-16.0 

Sharon  ® 

1 

2,9gl 

3,646 

5,201 

7,742 

+22.3 

+42.6 

+4g.9 

Wilkes-Barre  ® ^ 

2 

41,507 

44,633 

53 . 4gg 

51,991 

+7.5 

+19.  g 

-2.g 

Virginia: 

Richmond 

2 

32,933 

34,995 

97,982 

37,225 

+ 2.5 

+15.3 

-11.0 

Public 

1 

26,154 

2g,20g 

29.071 

50,106 

+m“ 

+3.6 

Private 

1 

56.779 

56,737 

6g,911 

57,119 

(®) 

+21.3 

-17.1 

Wisconsin: 

Milwaukee  ^ ^ 

1 

(”) 

(”) 

123,401 

129,904 

+5.3 

a 

b 

0 

d 

e 


Private  only. 

Area  not  included  in  social-registration  project. 

Reports  not  available. 

Reports  from  1 or  more  important  agencies  not  available. 
Lees  than  0.1  percent. 
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